
In The Sunken Town, Lindsay, a thirty-year-old 
California native who never gave much thought to 
being adopted, unexpectedly inherits her birth mother 
Claire’s farmhouse in Maine, propelling her on a journey 
across the country and across the years into a lake of 
secrets that will ultimately reveal just how far Claire 
was willing to go to protect her and her identity. 

Told from both Lindsay’s and Claire’s points of view, 
The Sunken Town explores adoption, the nature of 
family dynamics, mother-daughter relationships, the 
impact of family secrets, the weight of motherhood and 
the lasting consequences of the choices people make. 

“Karen Nelson’s The Sunken Town is both a spell-binding thriller 
and a profound meditation on the role of nature and nurture in 
human destiny. Bravo!” 

—Richard Russo, author of Empire Falls and the North Bath Trilogy 
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